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Williston Thursday Musical  
Prepares for Centennial  

By Ann Holmen, President of Williston 
Thursday Musical 

In April 2021, Williston Thursday Musical will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary.  Over the years, Thursday Musical 
has been an integral part of the Williston music 
community, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Blest with many talented members who have 
contributed to the musical growth of our community,  
this enthusiastic group of people sponsors our youth to 
IMC, sponsors a piano festival, sponsors a composer 
camp, encourages poetry, leads music in churches, 
honors our veterans with a Veterans Day program, and 
entertains retirement home residents with old favorite 
songs. 

Many great stories and friendships have been made by 
our members over time.  As president, I would like to 
share a few thoughts from one former member and two 
present members.   

The first thoughts are from former member and Iowa 
native, Barb Tininenko, a member from 1961-1999.  
“When I think about Thursday Musical, the first thing 
that comes to mind is FRIENDS. I know the group was a 
talented group of ladies who were music focused, but 
they really became a group of like-minded good friends.  
As a young married woman, in 1960, who came to a 
strange town in a strange state (Williston, ND), 
Thursday Musical became a wonderful outlet to use my 
music degree and talents. My favorite job was 
accompanying many different people with all kinds of 
musical talents.  One favorite memory was a talent 
shared by member Bernadene Gortler when she played 
the piano upside down and backwards with her hands 
over her head.  There was much laughter at the 
program that night!” 

My second member is Merna Patch.  She has remained 
a member since 1964, supporting us in so many ways.  
She states, “I am proud of being a member of this 
prestigious club and of all the accomplishments of all 
our members and the friendships I have made.” 

Lastly, is our third person, Emily Black Driscoll, member 
and former student of Herb Parker.  Emily stated that if 
it wasn’t for Thursday Musical’s scholarship program, 
she would not have been able to attend IMC.  As a 
result of that experience she went on to receive a 
Masters in Voice and continues to be a published ND 
woman composer.  She was one of three instructors at 
our composer camp, sponsored by Thursday Musical. 

Our year ended suddenly; however, we did have a 
composer camp in June for students.  This camp was 
filled with excitement and fun for 10 students, ages 9-
16.  Each one had a great experience and sense of 
accomplishment.  Because of their enthusiasm, the 
camp will be held again in 2021. 

Supporting our youth through scholarships to IMC, 
Piano Festivals, a Composer Camp, the Crusade for 
String Program, we, as members of Thursday Musical, 
will make our world a richer and more humane place. 

In April 2021, Williston Thursday Musical will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary.  Over the years, Thursday Musical 
has been an integral part of the Williston music 
community, and we hope to continue for many more.  

Youth Attend 1st Music Composers Camp in Williston 

Front row: L to R - Kara Hansen, Avery Powell, Phoenix Nebeker, 
Elizabeth Holt, Harley Jeanotte 
Back row: L to R - Instructors - Emily Black Driscoll, Dr. Troy Toaves, 
Solomon Huhta, Samantha Fuchs, Isaac Haugen, Caden Huhta, 
Instructor David Sorenson 
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Valley Music Makers Club 
By Katie Hillestad 

 
Valley Music Makers Music Club 
(VMM) includes teachers, parents and music supports in 
Thompson, Reynolds, Buxton, Mayville and surrounding 
areas.  Current teachers involved with VMM include 
Julie Brorby, festival chair, Katie Hillestad, club 
president, and Melanie Joerger, secretary.  Longtime 
teacher and VMM member Karen Knudsvig retired in 
2019 after thirty-two years of teaching piano.  

Valley Music Makers was formed in 1998, originally 
under the name of East Central Music Club. The ten 
charter members of the club included Sharon 
Wesbrook, Dawn Lawrence, Karen Knudsvig, Julie 
Brorby, Deb Eraas, Judy Berg, Rose Finstrom, Dorothy 
Enger, Gary Lawrence, and John Wesbrook. The club 
was established because the Grand Forks festival 
became so large we were asked to start our own festival 
in the East Central division.  Our first festival site was 
Mayville State University. In 2006, the site was moved 
to Central Valley High School, and in 2018 was moved to 
Thompson High School. We are fortunate to still have 
two charter members as essential members of our club: 
Judy Berg serves as festival records chair, and Rose 
Finstrom as treasurer. 

A yearly recital is performed for the residents of Luther 
Memorial Home in Mayville, ND in November. This year, 
sixteen students provided entertainment for the 
residents. The repertoire included patriotic songs, 
hymns, and duets and trios. The board members hold 
an administrative meeting following this recital.  

VMM Students Play at Luther Memorial Home 

Front Row L to R: Ambrose Carlson, Kasia Hoekstra, Ciara Zunich, Julia 
LeClair, Lydia Ostlie, Rube LeClaire.  
Back Row L to R: Agnes Carlson, Emily McHugo, Taylor Nygaard, Jailin 
Avdem, Sarah Mager, Callie Zunich, Elsie Twedt, Jens Twedt, Grace LeClair 

Pollywog Music Studio, directed by Melanie Joerger, 
held their annual costumed Christmas pageant, in which 
students play Christmas solo pieces followed by a 
pageant with accompaniment and narration.  The 
Thompson Tunes Studio, directed by Julie Brorby, and 
Treble Makers Studio, directed by Katie Hillestad, had 
students featured at school concerts as soloists and 
accompanists. 

VMM Students Perform Christmas Pageant Program - 2019 

Front Row: L to R – Noah Naastad, Liam Marquardt, Erik Joerger 
Second Row: L to R – Aksel Johnson, Aiden Johnson, Grace LeClair, Jens 
Twedt, Ambrose Carlson 
Third Row: L to R – Morgan Foss, Lydia Ostlie, Julie LeClair, Natalie Naastad, 
Ruby LeClair, Adalyn Metz, Cora Reinhart, Lucy Reinhart, Agnes Carlson, 
Hadley Verwest, Adam Joerger 
Fourth Row L to R – Kaitlyn Joerger, Brianna Joerger, Sydney Jacobson, 
Reagan McGillis, Elsie Twedt, Maci Moellenkamp 

Our NFMC festival was held at Thompson School for the 
third year in a row. Entries included solos, hymns, 
duets, trios, and one concerto. Thirty-six gold cups were 
earned by students, including four large cups. 
Unfortunately, COVID-19 cancelled many of our spring 
recitals that were to feature both solos and ensembles. 
VMM teachers provided online piano lessons in March, 
April, and May to continue supporting students’ musical 
growth from a distance. Pollywog Music Studio 
performed a virtual recital with a Disney theme. 

In the future, The Valley Music Makers will continue to 
send students to International Music Camp, hold 
performance classes, perform at Luther Memorial 
Home and other facilities, and hold our annual festival 
and studio recitals. We are grateful for the support we 
receive from our communities as we promote music 
education and a lifelong love of music. 
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VMM Students – Piano Performance Class 

 
Front Row: L to R - Adalyn Metz, Ruby LeClair, Ambrose Carlson, Lucy 
Reinhart, Lydia Ostlie 
Second Row: L to R: Julia LeClair, Cora Reinhart, Erik Joerger, Aksel Johnson, 
Noah Naastad 
Third Row: L to R - Grace LeClair, Adam Joerger, Aiden Johnson, Agnes 
Carlson, Morgan Foss, Jens Twedt, Hadley Verwest 
Back Row: L to R - Kaitlyn Joerger, Reagan McGillis, Sydney Jacobson, Brianna 
Joerger, Elsie Twedt 

Greetings from your State President 
By Alpha Roeszler 

Hasn’t this been a tough year and it isn’t over yet!  We 
will always have 2020 imprinted in our minds.  Mine has 
certainly been eventful beginning in February with no 
let up.  I first lost my sister on March 3rd, then started 
back pain which migrated to sciatic pain in the leg in 
late May.  After a lot of doctoring, it was discovered I 
needed surgery to remove a large growth on my ovary.  
That was done at Mayo in Rochester with good results 
determining it was benign.  I feel so blessed and thank 
you for the many wishes of good results and recovery.  
It certainly took a long few weeks of doctoring 
determining the best “plan”.  I am glad it was finally 
removed and now need to focus on recovery which is 
going well.  It just takes longer as we get older!   

About our State Federation:  We will not hold a 
meeting this fall but I encourage clubs to write a short 
report of what your plans are for the upcoming year if 
you have made them.  I received a yearbook from 
Williston and Fargo.  We all realize that “plans made” 
are not always achievable but can hope for them to be 
fruitful in 2021.  The Spring Convention that is 
tentatively planned for late April is still on hold until we 
know more about the upcoming year.  So, stayed tuned.   
As I get reports, I will forward them to everyone.   
Hang in there, everyone.  Stay safe and well! 

 

State Festival Chair Update 
By Effie S. Carr, State Festival Chair & 

 South Central - Bismarck District Chair 

Last March, South Central – Bismarck District, had 
Concerti and Make-up Festival scheduled when the 
State went into lock-down to help prevent the spread of 
COVID.  We all thought and hoped the pandemic would 
have come and gone in one or two months.  Here we 
are seven months later and numbers for those who 
have tested positive for the disease continue to rise.  
Sadly, some have lost loved ones.   

All districts in our state were able to complete their 
2020 festivals in-person by using Zoom or similar 
software.  We had 19 events and 1,870 entries including 
1,585 superior ratings.   

Junior Festivals throughout our state continue to have 
challenges in scheduling for 2020 – 2021.  Some 
traditional venues for festival are not scheduling any 
events so chairs are looking at other facilities and/or 
holding on-line festivals – or both. 

Junior Festival will go on this year according to Lisa 
Smith, NFMC Festival Chair.  In an email to me that I 
forwarded on to District Festival Chairs Lisa said, “The 
rules concerning consecutive superiors are not 
suspended so if a Festival does not occur for these 
students this year then they will lose consecutive 
standing. Federation cup points will still stand but no 
points will be added if they don't participate this year.” 
If you have questions regarding 2020-2021 Festival, 
please contact your District Chair.   

Recently, I started the process of implementing the 
National Federation of Music Clubs, Vivace Festival 
Management system, for the Bismarck Festival. 
Hopefully, by the next newsletter I will be able to give a 
positive update on this effort! 

To me piano teachers are heroes – some of my heroes, 
anyway.  I admire the dedication all music and dance 
teachers have to their students.  And, I love that young 
people still have an interest in performing music and 
dance in competitions, school, church and family 
gatherings. 
Stay well! 
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Gold Cups Report – 2020 
Submitted by Bonnie Stromme, state Gold Cup Chairman 

2020 Gold Cups Awarded (Revised) 
Location 15 Pts 30 Pts 45 Pts 60 Pts 75 Pts 90 Pts 
Bismarck 44 22 7 4 1  
Buxton 24 8 4    
DevilsLake       
    Piano 15 2     
    Dance 7 3 1 1   
Dickinson 22 10 2    
Fargo 75 13 5 2 1  
Grand Forks 40 21 5 2   
Linton 17 7 2 1   
Minot 31 9 6    
Valley City 36 3     
Williston 3      
TOTAL 314 98 32 10 2  
Hansen Chen of Fargo was awarded the Grand Cup. He is a student of Dr. 
Robert Graves. Aleasha Marcotte of Bismarck was awarded the Grand 
Cup. She is a student of David Poffenberger 

Explore Range of NFMC Awards and 
Recognitions: 
Information and Submissions Online 
Clubs, are you familiar with November’s “Parade of 
American Music?” It is designed to give our own worthy 
United States composers recognition, encouragement 
and support, and to impress upon the public of the 
United States that it has creative, as well as, performing 
musical artists and a musical culture equal to that of 
other countries; go to website nfmc-music.org and 
search American Music to find the forms relevant to this 
celebration. 
Please also go to the website: 
https://www.nfmc-music.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/CA-20-1.pdf to search the 
current Competitions and Awards Chart.  Explore the 
hundreds of opportunities for adults, junior and senior 
students, and clubs! Check out, for example:  
• The NFMC Ruth Morse Wilson Handbell Award (no age 

limit) Award amount $500 
• Ouida Keck Award $1750 for Professional Development for the 

Independent Piano Teacher 
• Essay Contest Alert 7-12 grade students. A cash award is 

available in each state. January 10, 2021 deadline to apply. The 
2021 Essay Contest theme is “Music—is a Storyteller”  

These are just a few that many of you or your students 
can enter. 
Are you a Facebook fan? Here is a great discovery on 
the internet; take a peek. 
Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/250409345082810 is 
devoted to sharing news and has 
performances by some composers playing 
their pieces included in the new Festival 
Bulletin. 

Mariana Rogan Appreciates  
Evelyn Sampson Scholarship 

The following letter was received from violinist/composer, Mariana Rogan, 
winner of the Evelyn Sampson Scholarship for 2020. 

Dear Sampson Award Scholarship Committee,  
Your scholarship was integral in my being able to attend 
the Composer’s Online Institute this summer, and it’s 
been an amazing learning experience for me. I will be 
studying composition at St. Olaf College, and the 
opportunity to collaborate and learn from amazing 
composers and musicians has really built my confidence 
as I prepare to enter college.  
Thank you so much for the financial support in pursuing 
my passion for music!  
Sincerely, Mariana Rogan 

To apply for the Sampson Scholarship contact Pat 
Grantier  patg@bis.midco.net 

From the State Treasurer 
by Kris Brugamyer 

By now I hope you have all found ways to continue to be 
active in your music studios and clubs despite the on-
going pandemic.  For me, I am still able to do my job as 
your treasurer in peace and solitude at home, which 
really isn’t that different than in any other year!  Below 
are a couple of reminders for the fall. 

SR. AND JR. CLUB DUES: Dues are starting to come in, 
which is a sure sign that the NDFMC is starting to get 
active for another year of music support in North 
Dakota! If you have not yet paid dues to your local 
senior club treasurer, please do so soon, and if you plan 
to have a junior club this year, please get those dues in 
the mail to me before the extended date of November 
25, to avoid the $5 late fee. They are still $30 for up to 
16 students and $1 for each student after that.	
UMBRELLAS BECOME MENTORSHIPS:  Although this 
won’t affect most of you, I want you to be aware that by 
action of the NDFMC Board last fall, the practice of 
“umbrella-ing” no longer exists.  Instead, the state 
board approved a mentorship option for new teachers 
who wish to become involved in our state’s festivals 
under the guidance of an experienced teacher for up to 
two years.  The new teacher (the mentee) will pair up 
with an experienced teacher of their choosing (the 
mentor), and the mentor will help the mentee learn the 
ropes of the festival program.  There is no additional 
expense to be a mentor, but the cost to the mentee  
will be $14 in special mentee dues plus any additional 
junior dues needed to cover their students’ 
participation in the mentor’s junior club (if the total 
grows to more than sixteen students).  For more 
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information, or to get a copy of the special dues form 
for mentees, please send an e-mail request to 
ndfmc@brugamyer.com. 
FINAL THOUGHTS:  Below is an abbreviated financial 
report that encompasses all NDFMC financial activity for 
the fiscal year ending May 31, 2020.  We did well.  You 
will see that the budget was under by about $530 
dollars, but that “loss” was due mainly to the closing out 
of the Buy-A-Year fund that is no longer needed.  There 
was $413.10 left in that fund, and all of it was donated 
to the NFMC for Carolyn Nelson’s Past President’s 
Scholarship Fund for Double-Reed Instruments.  On the 

non-budget side, we show a nearly $1800 gain under 
the Junior Festivals section, but that is a direct result of 
not being able to pay all the national festival fees before 
May 31, due to two of our larger festivals not being held 
until the summer after COVID-19 restrictions in the 
spring at their respective festival sites meant they could 
not hold their festivals as originally scheduled.  The 
NFMC made a one-time extension across the 
organization to allow results from festivals held before 
the end of August (instead of before the end of May) to 
still be accepted, making the summer festival events 
possible.  

 

 
 

 
DEDICATION 

We dedicate this issue of Prairie Rose Notes to all of our members who have suffered losses in this time of COVID-19.  We 
especially mourn the loss of Vivian Acuff, our Past State NDFMC President and hostess of the NFMC National Convention 
held in Fargo.  Sadly, we have also lost Carole Flatau, NFMC Chaplain and Board Member-At-Large, the editor of 
Together We Sing.  Both were indefatigable workers for NDFMC and boosters of musicians, musical performances and 
humanities programs throughout their lives. We are thankful to have had the gift of their voices.  

 
Note from editors:  Let fellow members know about your club and members’ musical activities and accomplishments.  Prairie Rose 
Notes’ next deadline is March 1, 2021.  Please submit stories in Word format and photos in jpg. 


